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ST. JOAN OF ARC PARISH

Religious Education
Telephone: 830-4710—Email: REOffice@sjasr.org

ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE

FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
FEBRUARY 22
5:00 pm

There will be a special service at 5:00 pm for the children
of the parish and their families. We will do the readings
for the day and distribute ashes. Some teachers may have
their classes meet at this service or may take their class
over to the church at the end of class. We will distribute
Rice Bowls to give families the opportunity to collect
money for the poor during Lent.
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. The ROCK meets this Thursday, February 23
[y from 6:30 to 8:00 in the Multi Purpose Room.
We will be working on the Stations of the
Cross.
Whole Community Catechesis meets
next Sunday, February 26 at 10:00 am in the gym.

Ne ext S um[a_y at the 9:00 Mass we will have the
Rite of Sending to the Bishop for Catechumens and Candi-
dates. They will meet with other catechumens and candi-
dates for the Rite of Election at 4:00 pm at the Cathedral
of Christ the Light.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
HELP NEEDED

Adult who are interested in helping with VBS we will have a meetfing on
Sunday, March 4 after the 10:30 Mass in the Religious Ed Conference Room. If you can help

us with snack, crafts, music, games or decorations, please join us for this meeting.
to join us but are interested in helping, please contact Marcela Kamp at

are not able

If you

830-4710 or mkamp@sjasr.org or reoffice@sjasr.org.

VBS will be Flying through the SKY
finding out that Everything is Possible with GOD
from June 25 to June 29.

( LIVESCAN )\

If you work with children in any of our programs
and you missed the livescan session that we had
at the parish last Sunday, you will have to go to
the local police station or Diocese of Oakland to
have your livescan completed. This is mandatory
for any volunteer who works with children in the
diocese. Please check with the RE Office to pick
up a form before you go to have this done.

\_

There will be no classes

this Monday February 20.
It is a school holiday
in honor of Presidents’ Day.
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YOUTH MINISTRY OFFICE

Next Youth Mass

ASH

WEDNESDAY

YO U H 925-830-4720 Sunday,
“@g EDGE Students

This week’s EDGE is
for you and your families.
Begin Lent together at our

% EDGE Ash Wednesday Mass
- February 22, 7:00 pm
in the gym

Thank you for all who

contributed baked goods, helped to sell and

those you bought items!
Because of your support

EDGE will be able to help those in need.

$1757.27

will be donated to help

flood victims in the Philippines!

Coming to the St. Joan of Arc “Theatre”

Performances on:
March 16, 17 and 18
March 23, 24 and 25

The 8th Annual Youth Ministry Musical!

The Wiz—a modern fun, funky version of the Wizard of
Oz.

Information and $15 Tickets available:

after masses, at parish office and on the St. Joan of Arc
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February 19, Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

“He rose picked up his mat at once and went away in the sight of everyone. They were all astounded and glorified
God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this.”” - Mark 2:12

In today’s gospel, Jesus shows his mercy to a suffering paralytic. He forgives him of his
sins — healing him spiritually and then healing his physical ailments. The spiritual healing
was, by far, the most important, even though it was only after the physical healing that
the people recognized Jesus’ power.

Have you taken any time lately to think about how truly good God has been to you? He may not have to cure
your paralysis if He has already given you the gift of mobility. But do we glorify and thank Him for such
simple gifts as sight, and speech, and general health?

Forgiveness, too, is a gift from God. Freed from the paralysis of sin, the man in
today’s Gospel was able to stand and give witness to the power of God.

How do I let sin cripple me? Am I a good steward of the gift of God’'s
forgiveness?

“Christ offers us his merciful healing and His life of grace in the sacraments. In a particular
way, Jesus forgives us of our sins in the sacrament of reconciliation. He is there for us. He
pours his mercy upon us, but, like the paralytic, we have to humbly come to Him. We
have to be open to receiving that spiritual healing and that new life of grace.

When we do open ourselves to God’s grace and regularly receive the sacraments, He
changes our lives. He makes us stronger disciples and equips us to live a life of faith here
and now. He draws us ever nearer to Him and helps others to do the same so that, one
day, we will all rejoice with Him in the eternal glory of the heavenly kingdom.”

Copyright 2012 Stewardship Education All Rights Reserved.
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SAVE THE DATE

FEBRUARY 26, 2012

Lumpia Fundraiser

after every mass @ ST JOAN OF ARC PARISH

Sponsored by:
Filipino Bible Study Group & Simbang Gabi Ministry

Proceeds to benefit Parish General Fund
For more info, contact

Mariza Seril 925.285.3808 or email: sjasrfundraising@att.net
We are accepting pre-orders

‘é AUTISM SUPPORT GROUP

Our next support group meeting
will be Monday, February 27
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. in the

Parish Office Conference Room.
Please R.SV.P. to Sue Walsh at
sbwjobsl@mac.com

So Muc

ThANK Your So muc h
For eACh of The [A
0f The [ocELy il
BLESS INGs —

St mary’s CENTER
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St. Joan of Arc’s Grief Ministry
Is offering Bi-Monthly Drop-In Sessions
(Doors Open at 6:30 for Registration)
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.

Let us accompany you on your healing journey.

Location: St. Joan of Arc Parish
Church Conference Room
2601 San Ramon Valley Blvd.
San Ramon, CA 94583
Dates & Topics:
February 21, 2012
March 6, 2012

No pre-registration necessary. Just drop in!

For more information: Call Kathy at (805)338-5320

Or Susan at (925)830-1737
These sessions are open to all, regardless of religious
affiliation.

Biggest Myths about Grieving

;'The (Gitts of Griefé

Dealing with Family and Friends
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N
THE GRIEF MINISTRY AT
ST. JOAN OF ARC PARISH
would like to invite you to view a film entitled:
"The Gifts of Grief" by Nancee Sobonya....
In this film you will meet seven ordinary and
extraordinary people who have experienced remarkable
losses yet found a way to transform their grief into a

greater understanding and fulfillment of life.
" The Gifts of Grief" is a gift from them to you.

DATE: Sunday, February 26th, 2012
PLACE: St. Joan of Arc Parish
Multi-Purpose Room
TIME: Doors Open @ 6:45pm
Movie Starts @ 7:00pm
(and runs apprx. 1hr.)

After the film we invite you to stay for
fellowship & refreshment

TR A L
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LENT - A TIME OF CHANGE

The Lenten Season calls us to change our hearts and lives. This call to change is reflected in our prayer and
environment during this Holy Season.

Prayer: It is through the cross of Christ that we come to new life. The cross is central to who we are as
Christians, and at all our liturgies during the Lenten Season, we carry the cross through the community in the
gathering procession. We begin by kneeling in adoration, and then, as the cross passes us, we stand in honor. The
cross is then placed behind the altar for all to see. Incense precedes the cross, carried in by the incense bearer. She
incenses the altar and then once the cross is placed, she incenses the cross as a sign of reverence and holiness. The
incense bearer is barefoot, reflecting the reading from Exodus where Moses was told to take off his sandals because
he is “standing on Holy Ground.” Our worship space is truly Holy Ground because we gather as God’s people to
give God worship and praise. We sing Kyrie Eleison, taken from the Greek which means “Lord Have Mercy.” Here
we proclaim God’s power over sin and darkness. Having heard the Word of God and nourished at the Table of the
Lord, we leave the Church in quiet and without song to live what we have become, the Body of Christ.

Environment: Our environment is very simple. This is not a time for flowers or elaborate decorations. The
simplicity of our environment reminds us of our call to let go, to die to self so we can rise with Christ at Easter.
The color for Lent is reddish purple which reflect the penitential nature of the season. Our images of the saints are
covered with this purple to remind us that our prayer and our focus during this Lenten Season is the Cross of Christ.
Pussy-willows are introduced into the environment as a sign of hope as we draw closer to the great Feast of the
Resurrection. It is the hope of new life that we are journeying towards this Lenten Season.

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, February 22nd
6:00 am, 9:00 am, 12:10 pm, 5:00 pm, and 7:00 pm
Note: 6am, 12:10pm and S5pm -Liturgy of the Word Services with distribution of ashes
9 am and 7pm-Mass with distribution of ashes

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday during Lent at 7:00 pm in the Church

Daily Mass
Monday through Friday at 9:00 am

Lenten Musical Experience
“These 40 Days”— music by Janét Sullivan-Whitaker on Saturday, March 3rd at 7:00pm

Parish Lenten Retreat
“Living With Christ” March 8th and 9th from 6:00-9:30 pm and March 10 from 8:30am-12pm-spaces
are limited; $50/person

Parish Reconciliation Service
Monday, March 5 at 7:00 pm in the Church
Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 pm in the Church
Several visiting priests will be here to assist with individual Confessions
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On Saturday night, March 3rd
the St Joan of Arc Music Ministry Presents:

THESE FORTY DAYS

the Lenten music of Janét Sullivan Whitaker

Janet is both our music director
and a renowned composer of music
for the Catholic church.

The concert begins at 7:15 in the church.
Come and support the work of our music ministry,
while sharing in this time
of prayerful music of the season.

(Free will donations accepted)

For more information please contact: Vic David @925-997-8867 or Marietta Ocampo @925-525-6821

Parish Retreat
“Living with Christ’

You are invited to be a part of St. Joan of Arc’s upcoming Parish Retreat “Living with Christ”. The
retreat will take place at the parish during Lent on March 8, 9, and 10 — Thursday and Friday evening
from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. and Saturday morning from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Fr. Ray and the
Pastoral Council envisioned this retreat as a priority for the parish community.

Why?

e To draw closer to the heart of the Lord

o To allow Christ to grow within
To intentionally open our lives to the action of the Spirit.

Come join us on this journey of faith!

Contact: Anna Humaydan @ annamd@gmail.com or Stephanie Baker @ sjjbaker@gmail.com

The cost of the retreat is $ 50.00.
Deadline to register is February 20th.



